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NEW SECTION

WAC 246-828-600 Approval of program for two-year degree in
‘hearing instrument fitter/dispenser instruction. The minimum
educational requirement Ffor licensure to practice as a hearing
ingtrument fitter/dispenser in Washington is satisfactory
completion of a two-year degree program in hearing
instrument/fitter dispenser instruction approved by the board. The
‘board will consider for approval any program which meets the
requirements as outlined in this chapter.

{1) An authorized representative of an institution may apply
for approval from the board.

(2) The application for approval must be submitted on forms
provided by the department.

{3) The authorized representative of the program may reguesgt
approval of the program as of the date of the application or
retroactively to a specified date.

(4) The program application for approval must include, but may
not be limited to, documentation required by the board pertaining
-to the standards as set in WAC 246-828-615 two-year degree in
hearing instrument fitter/dispenser instruction standards.

(5) A program must be fully recognized by the appropriate
accreditation body in that jurisdiction.

(6) The board will evaluate the application and may conduct a
site inspection of the program prior to granting approval by the
board. '

(7) Upon completion of the evaluation of the application, the

board may grant or deny approval or grant approval conditioned upon
appropriate modification of the application. ,
' (8) . In the event the board denies an application or grants -
conditional approval, the authorized representative of the
applicant's program may request a review within thirty days of the
board's adverse decision/action. If a request for review of an
adverse action is made more than thirty days following the board's
action, the contesting party must submit a new application to be
considered for approval.

(9) The authorized representative of an approved program shall
notify the board of significant changes with respect to information
provided on the application within sixty days of change.

(10) The board may inspect an approved program at reascnable
intervals for compliance. Refer to WAC 246-828-605 Site review
procedures for initial and continuing approval of program for two-
yvear degree in hearing instrument fitter/dispenser instruction.
The board may withdraw its approval if it finds the program has
failed to comply with requirements of law, administrative rules, or

representations in the application.
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NEW_SECTION

WAC 246-828-605 Site review procedures for initial and
continuing approval of program for two-year degree in hearing
ingtrument fitter/dispenser instruction. The board may inspect a
currently‘approved.programcnfa.program requesting approval. These
inspections may be at any reasonable time during the normal
business hours of the institution. '

NEW SECTION

' WAC 246-828-610 Process for regcinding approval of program
for two-year ~degree in hearing instrument fitter/dispenser
instruction. 1In the event the board rescinds approval or grants
conditional approval, the authorized repregentative of the
applicant's program may request a review within thirty days of the
board's adverse decision/action. Should a request for review of an
adverse action be made after thirty days following the board's
action, the contesting party must  submit a new application to be
considered for review. )

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-828-615 Standards for approval of program for two-
year degree in hearing instrument fitter/dispenser instruction.
The curriculum of the program shall include the components listed
in this chapter. . '

(1) The standards in this section are intended as minimum
components of a curriculum, and are not intended as an exact
description of program curricula. To assure a draduate 1is
competent and can function on his or her own, the curriculum should
be designed to assure proficiency in all these fields through
extengive practical work experience in addition to classroom

teaching. All the necessary instruments and laboratories based on
industry standards are a prerequisite.

(2) Minimum areas of standard:

(a) Supervised practicum: Including hands-on experience with
patients.

(b) English composition: Written presentations.

‘ (¢c)  Occupational communications: Oral presentations,
‘documentation of professional activities. '

(d) Occupational human relations: Code of professiocnal
ethics, interpersonal skills, teamwork. . :

(e} Basgic math and computers: The physics of sound, basic
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acoustics, methods of programming hearing instruments, calculating
pricing, costs and other business-related math skills.

(f) Hearing instrument sciences: Basic electronics, circuit
designs of hearing instruments, testing methodology of instruments,
test standards, familiarity with all major instruments on the
market, basic signal processing, programming of digital instruments
using computers. _

{g) Hearing physiology and anatomy: Anatomy and physiclogy of
the human auditory system.

{h) Pathophysiology of auditory system: Introductory level
study of genetic disorders and infectious diseases of the auditory
system.

(1} Psychological aspects of hearing loss: Curricula should
be designed so the student understands : :

_ (1) How hearing loss affects patients . and others close to
them; ’
(ii) How to follow up with patients after initial fitting; and
(1ii) Methods of teaching communication skills to the hearing-
impaired. :

(i) Audiometrics: Performing pure tone and speech audiometry
- and interpretation, measuring output of instruments both in the lab
and in the ear.

(k) Earmolds: Emphasis on practical skills and safety.

(1} Instrument selection: Recommending: the best technology
-according to the client's needs from conventional through advanced
digital/programmable instruments, including referrals for medical
implantable devices.

{m) Health care and business: TLaws governing the profession,
insurance aspects, health care management, advertising, marketing
and sales.

{n} Introduction to speech-language pathology.

(0) Overview of cochlear implants including criteria for
referrals for medical implantable devices.
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